
Foothill Registration for Bay Choral Guild 

 
The Bay Choral Guild is a member of the Foothill College Performing Arts Alliance. Each quarter of 
concert preparation is also a class for Foothill College.  

Foothill’s registration form 

The last two pages of this document are a blank registration form for Foothill College. Yes, some fields 
on the form are mysterious. This is largely because the form is oriented toward recent high-school 
graduates who want to take classes on the Foothill campus, not “students” in the Performing Arts 
Alliance. To make it as easy as possible for choristers to fill out the whole form quickly at home, the 
second page of this document tries to anticipate questions about each field. If you still have questions, 
though, you can ask via email—or in person at the next rehearsal.  

Printing and returning the registration form 

Print pages 3 and 4 of this document. If it isn’t easy to print page 4 on the back side of page 3, print 
them on separate sheets of paper and staple the pages together. Please bring the completed form to the 
first rehearsal. If you must miss the first few rehearsals of the quarter for any reason, either mail the 
form or else hand-deliver or fax it to another chorister who can bring it to the first rehearsal for you. 
 Bay Choral Guild, P.O. Box 597, Los Altos, CA 95023 

Why register for Foothill College? 

It is the only way in which the chorus gets state government support. Foothill College gets more money 
from Sacramento for the extra students we bring them, and BCG receives much of that money for 
offering the class. You also get a college credit at Foothill each quarter, in case you care about that, but 
you should not claim student status on the basis of the chorus. 

How much money do we make? 

BCG receives on the order of $5,000 every year from Foothill, before subtracting the tuition we pay 
them from the stipends they pay us. For the typical chorister, the few minutes spent filling out a Foothill 
form each year earns more than $100 for the chorus. The larger the chorus, the more we get. The tuition 
depends on a chorister’s status, so we don’t net quite as much for those who haven’t lived in California 
for a full year because we pay higher tuition for them, and we make a lot more for choristers without 
college degrees because their tuition is much lower.  

Who can register? 

Pretty much the whole chorus can register. All U.S. citizens can register. So can foreign nationals with a 
green card (permanent residents), a student visa, or certain other special visas. Most foreigners with 
temporary visas cannot.  

Why do I have to register again? 

That’s a good question, but we’re dealing with a bureaucracy that’s giving us a lot of money so we 
follow their rules. New members register when they join, of course. And choristers who drop out for a 
quarter have to register again upon their return. This is a lot better than it used to be. Up until 2008, 
everybody had to register each fall whether they sang the previous spring or not. 



Detailed Instructions for Foothill Registration 

1 Fill in your name and your whole home address. You will get a letter 
each year related to income taxes. The phone numbers and email 
address are meaningless. Foothill will never have any reason to phone 
or email you. They communicate only with our designated liaison. 

 

2 Obvious 
3 Write your Social Security Number and fill in the corre-

sponding bubble below each square. An X is enough.  
 Or write Assign me a number next to the field if you 

don’t like to give out your number or don’t have one. 
4 Obvious  
5  In the first 3 squares, write U N D.   It stands for “undecided.”  
6  For most, the 3 answers are:   USA   CA   USA 

7  Obvious, but easy to skip by accident 

8  Ignore short trips. An approximate date is fine if you’ve been in 
California too long to remember exactly. What Foothill actually needs 
to know is whether you’ve lived here for at least a full year.  

9   Most should fill in the 3 bubbles in the No column even if you have 
not been a Californian all your life. But if you moved to California 
within the past year or live outside the state much of the year, you may 
need to answer Yes to something and provide the relevant date. 

10 Most should leave this blank. 
11-14 Obvious 

If your work hours are irregular, an approximate answer is fine. 
 

15 Decline to state is an option in the middle column. 
16  J is a good answer for choristers. 

17 Start at the bottom of this long list. 
18 Obvious 

19 The explanations on the form are misleading for us in 
the Performing Arts Alliance. The answer 3 does not 
apply at all. The valid choices are: 

1 - for some new choristers—if you never went to college. 
2 - for most new choristers—unless you’ve ever taken a 

class at Foothill College or DeAnza College.  
4 - for everybody else—even if you also take other 

classes at Foothill or elsewhere, or recently did so. 
20 Obvious  

21 If you’ve gone to many schools, list the last 2 or 3 
where you got degrees or attended for a long time.  
Each date can be just the year with no month or day. 

FINALLY, sign and date the form. 
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